
 
 
 
 

 
MEDIA ADVISORY – Fall 2014 

 
MCCC Faculty Available to Speak on National Issues as the School Year Begins 

 
Aug. 15, 2014, Blue Bell/Pottstown, Pa.—As Montgomery County Community College 
continues its 50th year with the start of fall semester classes on Aug. 27, members of its faculty 
are available to address issues affecting higher education and beyond.  
 
To speak with faculty on the issues below, or on other higher education related topics, contact 
MCCC Director of Communications Alana J. Mauger at 215-692-3789 (cell) or 
amauger@mc3.edu.  

--------------------------------------------- 
 

Financial Literacy is Key to College Success 
 
Almost 18% of American teenagers can’t perform basic financial literacy tasks—3% below 
average when compared with 18 countries globally. In a July 10 article, Forbes contributor Laura 
Shin reports these and other statistics from a recent Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) assessment conducted by the Programme for International Student 
Assessment (PISA). How can these students succeed in college when they can’t make simple 
decisions on everyday spending? 
 
At Montgomery County Community College, Professor of Nursing and Coordinator of 
Curriculum and Assessment Deborah Dalrymple is part of a team of content, media, technology 
and design experts who developed an online prototype, “Montco Money Matters.” The 30-
minute, self-guided program introduces students to the concept of paying for college through 
topics such as financial aid, loans, grants, scholarships and the long-term implications current 
and future debt.  
 

--------------------------------------------- 
 
Addressing America’s Struggle with Basic Math 
 
In a July 27 New York Times magazine article, Elizabeth Green argues that the root of 
Americans’ unease with numbers is rooted in the absence of a strong culture of teaching math. 
Similarly, in a July 31 op-ed in The Philadelphia Inquirer, Teach for America neophyte Bruce 
Friedrich describes his frustration at the lack of support and a culture of individualism that left 
him without guidance or best practices. What is being done to arm today’s math teachers with 
resources to be more effective?  
 
Barbara Lontz, Assistant Professor of Mathematics at Montgomery County Community College, 
developed a new way of teaching math by conceptual units rather than topics. Her curriculum, 
“Concepts of Numbers,” encourages active learning by starting with a problem, solving it as a 
group, and then learning the applicable algorithms. The method has increased basic math success 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/laurashin/2014/07/10/american-students-score-below-average-in-financial-literacy/
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/27/magazine/why-do-americans-stink-at-math.html
http://www.philly.com/philly/opinion/inquirer/20140731_Sink-or-swim_model_for_teachers_needs_reform.html
mailto:amauger@mc3.edu


 
rates by 20% and math confidence rates by 20-35% at MCCC, and institutions are adopting 
Lontz’s curriculum and textbook across the U.S. Lontz travels to many of the institutions that use 
her curriculum, emphasizing the value of in-person teacher training when piloting a new course. 
 

--------------------------------------------- 
 
Tapping into the Campus Water Bottle Dilemma 
 
Americans consume an average of 22.1 gallons of bottled water annually, and people are 
expected to spend nearly $270 billion on bottled water by 2020. Demand for bottled water has 
environmental implications, leading growing numbers of college and university students in the 
U.S. and Canada—supported by advocacy organizations like Ban The Bottle—to stage 
campaigns that rid the sale and consumption of one-time use disposable plastic water bottles 
from their campuses.  
 
Recognizing that plastic water bottles are a hot topic for her students, Montgomery County 
Community College Assistant Professor of Economics Jill Beccaris-Pescatore requires students 
in her Introduction to Environmental Economics to investigate the issue in a way that makes both 
economics and environmental studies more accessible to students. Using tools learned in class, 
students are required to examine the economic sustainability of plastic water bottles, apply 
principles of scarcity and choice to environmental issues, analyze the impact that humans make 
on the planet, and present their findings in public forums for the college community. 
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http://www.marketwatch.com/story/why-you-should-stop-buying-bottled-water-2014-08-04
http://www.banthebottle.net/map-of-campaigns/



